
HOWIT’SMADE

we take a peek inside davinci hq:
Nuremberg, Germany

In the bright rooms of the artist brush factory, skilled brush 
makers and their apprentices are sitting at their marble tables 
concentrating on their craft guided by the knowledge passed 
down from those before them.

Visitors often express their surprise when entering this calm atmosphere, 
which they do not expect in a “factory”. They often compare it to laboratory 
or an art studio. The silence of concentration prevails, interrupted only by 
occasional conversation and the rhythmic knocking noises of the brass 
cylinders against the marble tables, the brush maker’s beat if you will.

For the manufacture of high quality dagger and sword stripers 
it is essential to choose the right materials. da Vinci 
chooses only the finest Kazan squirrel hair, brass 
ferrules and imitation cedar handles, which are 
carefully assembled by our experienced brush-
maker, Mrs Anita Wild. There is nothing mixed 
into the hair, da Vinci Series 700 is only made 
with the best Kazan.

1. Portioning of the hair
The precious squirrel hair is taken from the hair bundle and 
weighed to the exact gram. For this traditional series da Vinci uses 
exclusively natural hair that had been prepared with great care and 
competence. The quantity of the hair must be exact so that the 
ferrule gets tightly filled and you get a beautiful brush body.

2. Inserting into the ferrule 
The exactly portioned hair is now turned by hand 
into a brass ferrule. By pressing the brass ferrule 
slightly with the pliers, the hair bundle gets a first 
stability.

3. Shaping  
Then the “sword” is shaped by expert hands. At da Vinci a 
quality brush is never “cut in shape” with a knife or scissors, as 
especially the extra fine hair-tips are necessary to get the fine 
and velvety stroke. It’s an art to produce each piece exactly 
according to the approved production sample.

4. Controlling
The shape 
and the 
visible hair 
length are 
checked 
with a ruler 
and the 
angling of 
the hair is 
also verified.

5. Putting on the handle  
As soon as the brush head has been finished (the hair and body 
have been bonded) the brush head will be glued to the handle 
made from natural wood, by means of a two component adhesive.

6. Final inspection
The next day 
the brush will 
be inspected to 
see whether the 
contact between 
brush head and 
handle is solid.

With the help of a gum 
arabic solution, the hair of 
the brush head is brought 
into the characteristic 
“sword” shape, which we 
call “original shape”. Then 
the brush is fixed onto a 
specially designed paper 
card so that the brush is 
well protected for shipment 
and storage.
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